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T 
he 146th annual Nebraska State Fair is 
here! It seems like just yesterday that I 
was writing this piece for the 2014 Sum-
mer Edition of the 1868 Update. I guess 

they are right—time does fly by when you are 
having fun. 
    

But serving as the Executive Director of the Ne-
braska State Fair 1868 Foundation certainly isn’t 
all fun and games. Although, my four-year-old 
son might try to tell you otherwise! 
   

As I cruise around the fairgrounds, giving tours and 
providing courtesy cart rides, I often hear from new 
friends that I meet along the way, “Well, this has to 
be a fun little summer job for you!” They are al-
ways surprised when I reply, “Why yes, this is a 
fun job; but actually I am the Executive Director for 
the Nebraska State Fair 1868 Foundation – and it is 
a lot of hard work and a year round responsibility.”  
 

It certainly is fun. It’s fun to see the faces of chil-
dren light up as they pass through the gates – eager 
to spend a day at the fair.  It’s fun to watch the 
Fonner Campus transform into one of the finest 
fairs in the nation. And you have to know just how 
fun and exciting it is to get the chance to spend time 
with so many of you who support our efforts.  

Our goal is to bring the Open Air Equine Arena up to 
the same great guest experience as our recently con-
structed fair buildings, and all in time for the 2016 
Nebraska State Fair. But, we cannot do it without 

your help.  
   

This half-million-dollar campaign 
will be beneficial to both the fair 
and the Fonner Park Campus. And 
building a high quality venue like 

this meets a demand from local, regional, and nation-
al equine organizations as they look for sites with 
proper infrastructure to host events. 
    

Renovation of the Open Air Equine Arena is the next 
step in creating an experience for fairgoers that will 
be beneficial for the state fair, Grand Island and all of 
Nebraska.  
  

Please take the day off and join me 
at the fair.  It would be both an 
honor and privilege to show you 
how your gifts have directly  
impacted our state fair and how 
we can make progress for the fu-
ture! 
   

I’ll see you at the fair! Lindsey Koepke 
Executive Director 
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But this position is also a very big responsibility 
– one that isn’t taken lightly. There isn’t a day 
that goes by that I’m not reminded of how our 
efforts are a direct reflection on all of Nebraska.  
 
Helping to produce and 
fundraising for the largest 
annual statewide celebra-
tion in Nebraska is no easy 
task; we are constantly 
thinking about ways to improve, ways to be 
more innovative, ways to make sure each and 
every one who passes thru the gates are proud to 
be a part of the Nebraska State Fair. 
   
It is our responsibility to make sure that each 
of you supporting our efforts continues to be-
lieve in our mission and our vision of provid-
ing a venue that offers our guests the very best 
fair experience possible. 
   

At their May Meeting, the 1868 Foundation 
Board of Directors approved a request from the 
State Fair Board for $500,000 to renovate the 
Open Air Equine Arena on the east end of the 
grounds. The arena is in desperate need of 
repair, making this project a top priority for the 
both the foundation and the state fair.  

Fun IS in the Fair! 

 

    Because  
Fair time is the  

BEST time of the year! 
 

A  Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  N E B R A S K A  S T A T E  F A I R  1 8 6 8  F O U N D A T I O N  

“There isn’t a day that goes by that I’m 
not reminded of how our efforts are a 
direct reflection on all of Nebraska.”  

(Reason #37 why you should support the  

Nebraska State Fair 1868 Foundation) 



 

For more information contact: 
  

Lindsey Koepke, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 80698 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68501-0698 
Phone: (402) 432-1393 

E: lkoepke@statefair.org 
W: statefair.org/1868 

 
 

1868 Society  

Members 
and Board of Trustees 

 
Albert & Dawn Werner 

Alvin P Alms and Co., CPA's 
Associated Staffing 

Barb Huston 
Bish Enterprises, Bradly J & Christy R Bish 

Buzz & Donna Douthit 
Century 21-Da Ly Realty, Jeff & Sheila Reed 

Contryman Solutions Group 
Dan Govier 

Dan & Sue Kunnemann 
Deryl & Delores Danielson 

Darrell & Mary Dey 
Donna Wanitschke 

Don Mehring Family 
Ed & Meta Armstrong 

Ed & Jamie Kruse 
First National Bank - Grand Island 

Floor To Ceiling Store, Jim & Donna Narber 
Frank & Toots Lesiak 

Gary & Maureen Eggert 
Gene & Cathy McCloud 
Gregory & Lori Sextro 

H&H Distributing 
Janice Kutilek 

Jerry's Sheet Metal-Heating-Cooling, Inc. 
Jim & Precious Reed 

John & Linda Dahlstrom 
Ken & Rosie Staab 

Kramer's Wrecker Service, Tim & Lisa Bartz 
Mark & Suzanne Jagels 
Michael & Ann Herbig 

Michael & Shelly McQuillan 
Middleton Electric 

Mike & Ruth Fletcher 
Northwest Public Schools 
O'Neill Wood Resources 

Richard & JP Larson 
Roe Buick 

Matt & Kathy Shonsey - Shonsey, Placke, 
Maruska & Stava, CPA's 

Stan & Shirley Eberspacher 
T&E Cattle Company 

Terry Galloway 
Tom Dinsdale Automotive 

Tony Wald 
UNICO GROUP - Ed & Gloria Packard 

Verlouis & Darlene Forster 
Western Edge 

Wortman Enterprises, Jayne Mann & Denny 
Smith 

 

$1868 Contribution and  

Annual Renewal 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Jayne Mann, 
Chairman 

 

Ken Staab, 
Vice-Chairman 

   

Jim Reed, 
Secretary 

  

Terry Galloway,  
Treasurer 

   

Dustin Beener 
Eddie Biwer 
Chuck Rolf 

Dan Kunnemann 
Ed Packard 
Jay Vavricek 

 
Lindsey Koepke, 

Executive Director 

$50 - $99 

Fair Fan Members  

Continued 
Roger & Barb Henrichs 
Roger & Julie Frandsen 
Russell & Debra Flesch 

Russell Lang 
Steve Todsen 

Vaughn & Lanae Minton 
Verburg Seed Farm 

Willis & Judy Bullard 
 

Blue Ribbon Roll Out  

Donors 
A&L Sales and Service, Inc.  

Adam Page 
Allen & Linda Beermann  

Almquist, Maltzahn, Galloway & Luth  
Anesthesia Group of Grand Island 

Ben & Arlene Wassinger  
Ben & Judy Boerger 

Bill & Joanne Oltean  
Bob & Eileen Furrow  

Brent & Lindsey Koepke  
Brian & Carey Hamilton 

Burr Farms Machinery Inc.  
Cactus Jacks 

Carpenter Paper Company  
CHI Health St. Francis  
Chief Industries, Inc.,  

Darrel & Mary Dey  
Dippin Dots 

Don & Echo Alcorn  
Don & Jan Hinds  

Equitable Bank  
Fonner Park 

Frank & Polly Partsch  
Gardner’s Cheese & Sausage  

Gene & Cathy McCloud  
Gerry Bryant 

GI Loan and Sweeds Gun Shop 
Gil & Mary Kuntz 

GIX Logistics  
H&H Distributing  

Healthmate 
Heartland Events Center 

Herb & Carole Dewey 
Hornady Manufacturing  
Hy-Vee of Grand Island 
Indianhead Golf Club  

Jack & Shirley Richards  
Jay and Jan Vavricek  

Jayne Mann - Wortman Enterprises 
JBS Swift 

Jerry & Janet Loney  
Jerry’s Sheet Metal  

Jim & Ivy Klug 

$100 - $249 

Friends of the Fair  

Continued 
Sharon Lukow 
Silver Creek Insurance Agency 
Stan & Vera Lee Brodine 
Steve & Virginia Wheeler 
Terry & Ann Hoffman 
Terry & Pat Spencer 
  

$50 - $99 

Fair Fan Members 
Adam Page 
Allan & Rene Ketteler 
Bob & Eileen Furrow 
Central Dairy Supply, Inc. 
Charles Clark 
Choquette Electric, Inc. 
Chuck & Liz West 
Curtis & Anne Peterson 
Dale & Peg Gilbert 
Darold Eaton 
Delores Irwin 
Diane Ingram 
Don & Donna Merten 
Dorothy & Carroll Alexander 
Duane & Sharon Woodward 
Elizabeth Engler 
Family Eyecare Center 
Fred & Evelyn Prellwitz 
Fred Rauch 
Gene & Phyllis Miller 
Godfathers Pizza 
Grand Island Hearing Aid Center 
Guy & Sharon Roggenkamp 
Harold & Judy Rosenkotter 
Harold & Elisabeth McDermott 
James & Lois Witte 
Jayne Decker 
Jim & Ivy Klug 
Joan & Gene Krabel 
JoAnn Kottmeyer 
John & Kathleen McElroy 
John & Glenice Watson 
John & Susan McDonald 
Judy Humiston 
Keith & Lila Schmidt 
Ken & Gerry Koepke 
Kent & Cyndee Mann 
Larry & Cristy Rivers 
Lorey Wadell 
Matheson Tri-Gas 
Mindy Brown 
Merrill & Florence Crandall 
Natural Food Products, Inc. 
Pam Clausen 
Rich & Ann Lemmerman 
Robert & Betty Dvorak 

Name        

Address       

City         

State   ZIP     

Phone (           )       

Email        
   (please circle one) VISA - MasterCard 

Card #      _________  

Exp. Date            

         

$250 - $499 

Green Ribbon Members  

Continued        
James Kirschbaum 
Jim & Dee Price 
Jim & Virginia Koepke 
Judy VanWinkle 
Kristy Cavanaugh Agency of American 
Family Insurance 
Jeff Peterson 
Larry & Jody Seney 
Larry & Karen Wilcox 
Love Signs, LLC 
M. Farm Inc. 
Marv & Shirley Duryee 
Mayhew Signs 
McElroy Service Experts 
Roger & Barb Luebbe 
S&S Home Improvement & Repair 
Steve & Jana Kruger 
Steve & Judy Hansen 
Tom & Helen Feller 
Vlcek Gardens 
Webb & Company Architects 
   

$100 - $249 

Friends of the Fair 
A&B Cattle 
Al & Sallie Atkins 
Anstine Fire Equipment Co. 
Arden & Ethel Svoboda 
Barney Abstract & Title Co. 
Bill & Sandy Leiser 
Bob & Margene Phares 
Boyd & Elaine Stuhr 
Bruce Tracy 
Candi Schaff 
Carl & Louise Gangwish 
Carla Warneke 
Dan & Cathy Denman 
Dale & Gay Crandell 
Darlene Schultz 
David & Jean Harris 
Dean & Margaret Mays 
Dick & Jane Kittridge 
Don Holmberg 
Don & Sharilyn Miller 
Donald & Joyce Maronde 
Doug & Tena Herbek 
Earl Jensen 
Eddie Biwer 
Francis & Michelle McDonald 
Gary Barth 
Gerry Bryant 
Glen & Suzanne Rauert 
Harold & Sandy Arnold 
Heartland Pella 
Jack & Shirley Richards 
Janet Valasek 
Jim & Aimee Baumann 
Jim Hoag 
Jimmy Shaw 
Joe & Jan Cook 
Karen Carnes 
Kathleen Murphy 
Kelly Supply Company 
Ken Gnadt 
Larry & Shirley Bornschlegl 
Loup River Pump Company 
Midwest Laboratories, Inc.  
Mark & Sara Fahleson 
Marlin & Nancy Seeman 
Michael Johnson 
Midwest Laboratories, Inc. 
Mike Gloor 
Mike & Ruth Fletcher 
Orv & Mary Qualsett 
Penrose Machining, Inc. 
Rick Zywiec 
Reuben Schleifer 
Rixstine Recognition 
Ron & Becky Peterson 
SNB Investment Inc. 
Schaffer Cattle Company 
 

The 1868 Foundation has made every effort to ensure accuracy in our roll of donors report. In 
compiling a list of this size, however, mistakes are possible. We apologize for any misspellings or 

omissions, and ask that you bring any discrepancies to our attention at lkoepke@statefair.org.  

A 
s you  already know, the 
Nebraska State Fair is 
much more than just an 
eleven 

day event that 
happens at the 
end of August. 
It’s a tradition 
that will carry on 
from generation to generation.  
 
The individuals, businesses, organiza-
tions and foundations listed on these 
two pages are investing in the 1868 
Foundation’s mission to raise private 
funds and resources for improvements 
for your Nebraska State Fair.  

You!

Legacy Program Donors 
Kramer’s Wrecker Service 
Douglas & Cheryl Jensen 

A&L Sales and Service, Inc. 
Caroline McDannel 
Donna Wanitschke 

Darrell & Mary Dey 
Joann Kisner 

John & Patsy Ellis 
Laurie Novak, LoLo’s 

Pig In A Bag, Ron Neseth 
Roger Meyer, M.D.  

Allen & Linda Beermann 
American Lean Beef 
Caroline McDannel 

David Ulferts 
Del & Carolyn Roper 
Elroy & Carol Hefner 

Frank & Norma Hledik 
Kelly Supply Company 

L&A Order Buyers 
Larry & Shirley Bornschlegl 

Midwest Laboratories Inc. 
Shaun &  Jay Schleif 

Skips Towing 
 

$250 - $499 

Green Ribbon Members  
Anesthesia Group of Grand Island 

Art Anderson 
Barry & Jennifer Brown 

Burr Farms Machinery, Inc. 
CNF, Inc., Curt & Nancy Friesen 

Dan & Luella Spilinek 
Dave & Cookie Gilroy 

Dippin Dots 
Doug & Gail Brand 

Dues Royal Blue Farm 
Five Points Bank of Hastings 

Fredda Bartenbach 
G. Peter & Marcia Konen 

George & Willa Cammack 
Greg & Gale Hopkins 

Thank  

$2,500 and Above 
Anderson Ford Lincoln Kia 
Cash Wa Distributing 
 
   

$1,000 - $2,499 
Almquist, Maltzahn, Galloway & Luth, PC 
Brester Construction 
Dan & Nancy Brosz 
Casey's General Stores 
Farmers Mutual Insurance Company of NE 
Jim & Precious Reed 
Ken & Rosie Staab 
Patty Kneale 
Wells Fargo 
 

$500 - $999 
Boone County Ag Society 
Ben & Judy Boerger 
Brent & Lindsey Koepke 
Chief Industries, Inc., 
D&D Investment Company 
Don & Jan Hinds 
Hardenbrook Concessions 
Hooker Brothers Construction 
Jay & Jan Vavricek 
KCC Feeding 
Keith & Pam Jardine 
Mid Nebraska Disposal 
Mettenbrink Farms Inc. 
Radcliffe & Associates 
Rotella's Italian Bakery 
Scott & Ginger Turner 
Schaffer Cattle Company 
Ward Laboratories, Inc 

Blue Ribbon Roll Out  

Donors Continued 
   

Jerry’s Sheet Metal  
Jim & Ivy Klug 

Jim & Precious Reed  
Jimmy Shaw 

John Gale 
Ken & Rosie Staab  

Ken Gnadt 
Kent & Roberta Wilke 

KitchenCraft 
Kurt & Marcia Yost  

Love Signs, LLC 
Manny’s Sweet Corn on-a- Stick 

Margaret Hornady-David  
Marvin & Linda Rousey  

Medco Corp dba MedMassager.com 
Middleton Electric 

Mike & Ruth Fletcher  
Mike & Sue King 

NCF Communications  
NE Transportation Providers  

Nebraska Farm Bureau Foundation 
Nebraska Lottery 

Nebraska State Fair  
Nebraska State Fair 1868 Foundation 

Nebraska Truck Center 
Nebraskaland Distributing  

Nut Sundaes on a Stick  
O’Conner Enterprises 

Penrose Machining, Inc. 
Pella Windows and Doors  
Pepsi Beverage Company  

Pizza Hut 
Platte Valley Communications  

Radcliffe & Associates  
Rixstine Recognition  

Roger & Barb Luebbe  
Rotella’s Bakery 

Ryder Rosacker McCue & Huston 
Sam’s Club of Grand Island  

Staab Management 
Stan & Vera Lee Brodine  

Steve & Jana Kruger  
Steven A. Stec DDS, PC  

Summerwinds Resort  
Terry Hudson 

The Secret Garden  
Tim Otto 

Uncle Ed’s Steakhouse  
University of Nebraska- Lincoln 

Usborne Books  
Veburg Seed Farm  

Wade Family Shows  
Western Edge  

Wroblewski Law Office  
York County Ag Society 

Whether it’s through corporate partners, 
individual contributions, or gifts given in 
kind, there is no way to fully express our 

gratitude for your 
loyalty.  
 
The 1868 Foun-
dation is continu-
ally inspired by 

the dedication and generosity of donors 
like you. 
 
The Board of Directors for the 1868 
Foundation would like to thank you for 
contributing to the success of our organi-
zation and for making a difference for 
the future of your Nebraska State Fair. 

 
“The 1868 Foundation is continually 

inspired by the dedication and  
generosity of donors like you.” 

Please accept my gift this: 

 

Don’t forget to stop by the 1868 Foundation Gift Shop 

for all of your official Nebraska State Fair Souvenirs! 

Board of Trustees 

YES! I Support the Nebraska State Fair 1868 Foundation! 


